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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan mengidentifikasi elemen-elemen 

pembentuk citra kawasan Perkotaan Ujoh Bilang, Kabupaten Mahakam Ulu, 

berdasarkan persepsi masyarakat lokal dan masyarakat luar. Ujoh Bilang 

memiliki potensi besar dari segi alam, budaya, dan ekonomi, namun masih 

menghadapi tantangan seperti keterbatasan infrastruktur, rendahnya 

aksesibilitas, dan minimnya promosi yang menghambat pembentukan citra 

positif. Analisis dilakukan dengan pendekatan peta mental untuk menggali 

persepsi masyarakat terhadap elemen fisik, sosial, dan budaya, meliputi path, 

edges, district, nodes, dan landmark sesuai teori Kevin Lynch. Hasil 

penelitian diharapkan mampu mengungkap perbedaan pandangan antara 

masyarakat lokal dan pengunjung luar, serta memberikan masukan strategis 

bagi pemerintah daerah dalam penataan ruang, pengelolaan fasilitas publik, 

dan upaya branding kota. Temuan ini berpotensi menjadi acuan dalam 

meningkatkan daya tarik investasi, memperkuat identitas kota, dan 

mendorong pembangunan berkelanjutan di Ujoh Bilang. 

Kata Kunci : Citra kota, peta mental, Ujoh Bilang, persepsi 

masyarakat, elemen fisik, elemen sosial, elemen budaya.
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ABSTRACT 

 This study aims to identify the elements that shape the image of the 

Ujoh Bilang Urban Area, Mahakam Ulu Regency, based on the perceptions 

of local and outside communities. Ujoh Bilang has significant potential in 

terms of nature, culture, and economy, but still faces challenges such as 

limited infrastructure, poor accessibility, and minimal promotion, which 

hinder the development of a positive image. The analysis was conducted using 

a mental mapping approach to explore public perceptions of physical, social, 

and cultural elements, including paths, edges, districts, nodes, and landmarks, 

as per Kevin Lynch's theory. The results are expected to reveal differences in 

perspectives between local residents and outside visitors and provide 

strategic input for the local government in spatial planning, public facility 

management, and city branding efforts. These findings have the potential to 

serve as a reference for increasing investment attractiveness, strengthening 

city identity, and promoting sustainable development in Ujoh Bilang. 

Keywords: City image, mental mapping, Ujoh Bilang, public perception, 

physical elements, social elements, cultural elements.
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